CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 16th JANUARY 2003. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



David Brown               



Bill Shaw 



Jim Gale




Jonathan Sykes 




Amanda Holroyd



David Clark  :  Parish Clerk
In attendance :
Cllr P Veasey, KDC

ITEM 1: APOLOGIES

11
None

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None.

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
The minutes of the meeting on 12 December 2002 were approved.  Proposed by A Holroyd, seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Footpath 18 at Englemere House  The Clerk confirmed that he had written to WCC and read the response dated 27 December 2002.   This supported the Council's view that the diversion should not be agreed and advised that the applicant would be informed.

ITEM 5 : FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
5.1
The Information Publication Scheme, circulated with the Agenda, was approved.  Following discussion of costs of photocopying it was decided that, contrary to the position taken at the last meeting,  display on Parish notice boards supplemented by an explanation in the Chronicle would be an appropriate form of publication.  The Clerk to arrange once approval of the scheme is received from the Information Commissioner. (Afternote, this was received in letter dated 17th January 2003)

 ITEM 6 : WCC RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
6.1
Cllrs Withall, Brown, Gale, Shaw and Sykes, supported by the Clerk, had met as arranged on the 17th December and compiled a factual assessment of the Parish's RofW.  Subsequently the Clerk had drafted a covering letter and, after minor alteration, this was agreed as a suitable response to the WCC request for input to their proposed hierarchy based Improvement Plan: to be sent forthwith and copied to all.   Action : Clerk.
ITEM 7 :  ANON DONATION - NOTICE BOARD AT VILLAGE HALL
7.1
The Chair advised that a local tradesman had now quoted £292 for a suitable 3' x 3' replacement notice-board in treated soft-wood and that this compared well with some £600 plus costs received from a major supplier.  After discussion it was agreed that the same tradesman should be asked to quote for hardwood before a decision was made. Action : Chair.

 ITEM 8 : EMERGENCY PLANNING OFFICER
8.1
The Chair advised that Mr Brian Pask of Foxcote Upper Chute had volunteered to be the parish emergency planner. It was agreed that the Parish Council would support him in his duties in establishing and monitoring an Emergency Plan and that he would report to the Council on the state of that Plan at least annually.  Councillors with related interests would meet with him to explore the arrangements for the launch of the Plan as soon as practicable.  The Clerk to establish a suitable date: also to advise CFPC informally of the action in hand.   Action : Clerk.

ITEM 9 :  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
9.1
Cllr Bill Shaw advised that he had met with PC John Davies and identified a number of ways in which the administration of the current scheme could perhaps be strengthened.  He would be taking a community initiative through the Chronicle shortly. Action :  Cllr Shaw

ITEM 10 :  2002/03 BUDGET
10.1
The current forecast outcome circulated with the Agenda was discussed.  The Clerk/RFO explained that it represented the effect of all recent decisions and latest forecast costs.   This was discussed, in particular the use of reserve funds, and accepted - proposed by the Chair, seconded by J Gale. 

ITEM 11 :  2003/04 PRECEPT
11.1
The Precept circulated with the Agenda was discussed at length with considerable emphasis on the proposed increase of £1,010 over that for 2002/03.  The notes provided by the Clerk/RFO made it clear that the increase had been generated primarily by administrative costs - offset to the maximum extent prudent by cut backs in previously planned reserves.  The Clerk confirmed that, even in the absence of any unanticipated cost increases,  the Precept for 2004/05 would have to increase further if the plan to increase provision of reserves was to be re-instated and radical jumps in future local tax avoided. 

11.2
The following was proposed by the Chair, seconded by J Gale, and agreed :-

11.2.1
A Precept of £4,050 for FY 2003/04 should be submitted to KDC. Action : Clerk
11.2.2
The Chair should consider publishing in the Chronicle an explanation for the increase;   highlighting the increase in the extent/cost of the administrative functions of the Council in recent times. Action : Chair
11.2.3
Reinstatement of the planned reserves was a matter for the new Council post the May elections and should be drawn to their attention early in the year. Action : Clerk
ITEM 12 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
12.1
 Mobile Library Service -  The Clerk read a letter received from WCC via Clerk to Chute Forest Parish Council which indicated that little if any change to the service provided in the Chute Villages was now likely.

12.2
Wiltshire Minerals Local Plan - The Clerk read a WCC letter dated 3 Jan 2003 advising that the proposed plan had been formally adopted and that work would now be undertaken to keep this under review.

12.3
Upper Chute SDU Site - The Clerk advised that, following acceptance of responsibility for the SDU by KDC,  Mrs Mustey had now confirmed that they had followed through and removed the tree which had fallen onto her land. Her thanks for Council help were noted.

12.4
Ambulance Response Times  - Cllrs noted that the response time of a recent emergency ambulance call-out had been 30 minutes. This was not felt to be satisfactory - particularly since it was felt that greater interest in (available) directions would have resulted in a quicker response.  The Clerk was asked to pursue this.   Action : Clerk.
12.5
Participation in Local Elections -  Cllr Brown asked if anything could be done to promote interest in the May elections.  The Chair advised that he was already seeking to encourage individuals, others could follow suit,  and that there would be District Council initiatives in the coming months.    

12.6
Chronicle Input  -  The Chair asked the Clerk to make mention of the 'First News' articles on Link Schemes and a Village Shop Review in the next issue of the Chronicle. Action : Clerk
12.7
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for the 20th February 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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